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eunuch; he carried it to the princess. After a short
while, he returned and called me, and conducted me to
the door of the seraglio. On arriving there, I saw an
elderly and respectable woman dressed in jewels, sitting
on a golden stool, and many eunuchs and other servants
richly clothed, were standing before her with arms
across. I imagining her to be the superintendent of
affairs, and regarding her as a venerable [person], made
her my obeisance; the old lady returned my salute
with much civility, and said, "Come and sit down, you
are welcome; it is you who wrote an affectionate note
to the princess." I feeling ashamed, hung down my
head and remained sitting silent.

After a short pause, she said, " (>, young man, the
princess has sent you her saldm,1 and said thus, * There
is nothing wrong in my taking a husband; you have
solicited me [in marriage]; but to speak of your king-
dom, and to conceive yourself a king in this mendicant
state, and to be proud of it, is quite out of place; for
this reason, that all men among each other are certainly
equal; although superior consideration ought to be
due to those who are of the religion of Muhammad. I
also have wished for a long while to marry, and as you
are indifferent to worldly riches, to me likewise God
has given such wealth as cannot be counted. But
there is one condition, that first of all you procure my
marriage portion/ 2 The marriage-gift of the princess,"

1  The word saldm, " salutation," is used idiomatically in the sense of our
terms " compliments" or " respects," &c.   And in that sense it has now
become, in India, adopted into the English language.

2  The marriage portion here alluded to is not to he taken in the vague
sense we attach to the term.    The word mafiar denotes a present made to,
or a portion settled on, the wife at or before marriage,